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Biography
Tony Khawam born in Aleppo, lives and works in South Florida. Khawam received a BFA from
the School of Visual Arts, New York, NY (1985) and a Master in Commercial Art from Montclair
State University, NJ (1987). His work stems from his interest in histories, human emotion,
allusions to place, memory, and the ubiquitous fleeting moments of the conscious and
unconscious. The recent work has iconic undertones with a focus on the artist’s fascination
with historical imagery from the ancient Mesopotamian, Assyrian, Egyptian, Greek, Roman,
with influences of post-war German and American art adopted into his daily artistic and
structural practices with the current surroundings and happenings by marrying a skewed
perspective with dimensional flatness, his paintings allude to the continuous development
of the American culture.
Khawam has been exhibited nationally in galleries and museums and a recipient of recent
awards including “Living the Dream” (2023) and “Crossing Borders: Artists from the
Middle East and the Americas” (2021) “Individual Artist Award, Specific Cultural Project”;
“Creative Investment Program Award” (2020); “Artist Support Cultural Grant” (2021 and
2022) from Broward County Cultural Division, FL; the “American Rescue Cultural Grant”
National Endowment for the Arts through Florida Division of Arts & Culture (2021).
Khawam has served as a panelist for Grant programs and public art projects appointed by
the Broward County Cultural Division, Fort Lauderdale, FL, and a participant in numerous
workshops including “Fundraising for Small Nonprofits” (2022) seminars presented by the
Broward Cultural Division and the Fundraising School with Indiana University’s Lilly Family
School of Philanthropy at Florida Atlantic University; “Artists at the Community Development
Table” Americans For the Arts (2019); and the “Artist as an Entrepreneur Institute” Broward
County Division of Culture, Fort Lauderdale, FL (2019).
Khawam’s work is included in numerous museums, private and public collections throughout
the Americas, Europe, and the Middle East. He has given “Artist talk” and participated
as a panelist at several art institutions. He recently curated exhibits about cross-cultural
experiences in art, and he is the author of two catalogues for cultural projects entitled
“Crossing borders: Artists from The Middle East and the Americas” and “Emerging Art from
War-Torn Syria: War & Hope” touring art exhibit projects.
Khawam has been interviewed by and published in the US Dept. of State Art in Embassies
“The American Road Trip” by Imtiaz Hafiz, Washington, DC (06/2022); Sky News Arabia
(10/2021); Boca Raton Magazine (9/2020); Miami Shoutout Magazine (10/2020); WLRN
Public Media, Miami PBS-NPR; Palm Beach Illustrated; Aventura Magazine; Lifestyle Media
Group; and News Break Michigan (9/2020); Brooklyn reporter News (10/2019); Artrepreneur
Media (9/2019); Voyage Miami Magazine (1/2018); NJ Savy Living magazine, NJ (5/2000);
The New York Times, NY (7/1998), to name few.

2

TONYKHAWAMART.COM

TONY KHAWAM – ARTIST WORK SAMPLES

3

Living the Dream (series)
The past and present of “Living the Dream” make the case for the way art and its language
of color, line, and shape enrich a viewer’s experience of the work and offer a delicate
balance between representation and abstraction, mirroring the real and unreal ways in
which he paints lived experience. Moreover, his myriad mediums including acrylic, gel,
colored pastel, spray paint further referencing painterly collage in a more experimental and
risk-taking approach. The new works are abstracted and feature figures, fashion motifs,
household objects, and selected Florida animals that inhabit flat, kaleidoscopic surfaces.
The paintings are charged with a rawness produced by an ambiguous method to narrative
and a fractal, unfinished approach to representing the subjects of the paintings. Modern
fashion and motifs from Florida’s landscape offer spectacular flora, fauna that South
Florida is known for. Characters appearing to piece themselves together from aggregated
painterly gestures, these forms become figures of power and personal freedom through
their abjection.
Khawam’s boundless visual appetite for making pattern paintings with historical
women and modern figures that feature an ever-expanding list of quotidian motifs from
women’s fashion to everyday household objects make unlikely visual combinations within
expansive fields of exuberant color. I take pleasure in variety, and fully investigate each
of my obsessions before moving to another painting. He trusts that the fundamental
underpinnings of painting that gives him the freedom to depict anything he want, and the
democratizing surfaces of his canvases work without illusion, perspective, logical scale
shifts, or atmosphere. With his blunt yet lyrical approach, each painting has the feel of a
complete thought that engages his artistic rich and raucous free association.

Cleopatra Seduction (studio) 2022
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Venus, Wonder Woman Sensation – acrylic, pastel, spray paint on canvas, 40” x 52” 2022
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The Chase – acrylic, pastel, spray paint on canvas, 52” x 40” 2022
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Venus, Wonder Woman Sensation – acrylic, pastel, spray paint on canvas, 52” x 40” 2022
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Aphrodite Pleasure – acrylic, pastel, spray paint on canvas, 52” x 40” 2022
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Ishtar Tanning – acrylic, pastel, spray paint on canvas,40” x32” 2021
TONY KHAWAM – ARTIST WORK SAMPLES

9

Pink Dancers – acrylic, gel on canvas, 32” x 40” 2021
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Eternal Recurrence – acrylic, gel on canvas, 40” x 32” 2021
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THOUGHT PROCESS

(sketches – markekers, pastels, color pencils)

Bear Mountain Blooms – acrylic, on canvas, 16” x 18” 2022

The Guardian of West Point – acrylic, gel on canvas, 16” x 16” 2022
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Romanticism in the Hudson – acrylic, on canvas, 16” x 18” 2022
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American Dream (series)
The perpendicular urban view gave me the freedom to work on a painting from all four sides,
no matter how the painting was turned which reveals almost the same visual result. The
focus is on the waterfront luxury homes, swimming pools, boats, yachts, and cars to form a
network of geometric semi-abstract shapes. The composition was formed around flat shapes
with joyful color palette to reflect the spirit of Florida’s landscape with the sunshine and
endless waterways, canals, lakes, and golden beaches around the intracoastal waterway
along Ocean Drive in South Florida, stretching from Miami to Palm Beach and beyond to the
Northern points of Florida.
My recent paintings are grand testimony to my fascination with Florida’s lifestyle which
offers spectacular flora and fauna, miles of golden and white sandy beaches and a dynamic
grid like aerial scene, fabulous blue wave ocean, and a canal system with the reminding
of Venice and the palm tree as Florida’s iconic symbol for the good life. South Florida is a
multicultural community where each culture has found a place under the sun.

Las Olas Isles – acrylic, gel on canvas, 40” x 32” 2020
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Venice Isles – acrylic, gel on canvas, 40” x 32” 2020
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Seven Isles – acrylic, gel on canvas, 40” x 32” 2020
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Crossing Borders: Artists from the Middle East & the Americas – Curated by
Tony Khawam, Winner of best cultural exhibition from Florida Division of Arts & Culture (2021/2022). Hosted
in three South Florida counties, Nova Southeastern University, NSU Florida, Fort Lauderdale,
Miami-Dade College, Museum of Art & Design; Miami, and
Arts Warehouse, Delray Beach, Florida.

Riviera Isles – acrylic, gel on canvas, 40” x 32” 2020
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American Road Trip – curated by Emtiaz Hafiz for the State Dept. Art in Embassies, group exhibition
touring American Embassies in Asia countries to promote friendship and the exchange of cultures.

Connections – acrylic, gel on canvas, 26” x 20” 2021

Las Olas Overpass – acrylic, gel on canvas, 26” x 20” 2021
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Chaos (series)
Khawam’s work explores social and heritage structures that objectify marginalized
communities and the bodies of vulnerable populations especially the immigrants by
examining the cross-cultural dynamic in our communities for better cultural bridge building
and understanding. Just as essential to his work is a social engagement practice through
which he reframes objectifying societal structures by bringing contemporary arts and ideas
into different multicultural communities through arts and cultural institutions.
The primary focus is of his birthplace – the city of Aleppo with urban scenes of collapsed
apartment floors, fallen balconies, curved rooftops, debris, and punched holes in building
facades. The paint-ing series reveal haunting and disturbing scenes and intentionally
painted with a palette of joyful color fields and shapes that emerge from the canvas with a
vigorous life force.
Khawam’s work is characterized by its layered formal, material, and conceptual complexity
of a grid like forms, colors and gestures in more experimental, spontaneous working
process. The art is sketched from various references including my photography and media
images to create a composition. The second half of the process is the deconstruction of
forms in a semi-abstract manner with gestural brushstrokes and the use of materials that
intensify our visual experience.

Entangle – acrylic, impasto on canvas, 32” x 40” 2019
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Olive Field Near My City – acrylic, impasto on canvas, 72” x 48” 2019
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Front Line in Umber & Sienna – acrylic, gel on canva, 48” x 72” 2019
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Aleppo to Kyiv, Windows to the World – acrylic, gel on canvas, 48” x 48” 2022 (diptych)
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Aleppo to Kyiv – acrylic, impasto on canvas, 48” x 36” 2022
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Debris in Aleppo No.1 – acrylic, impasto on canvas, 48” x36” 2018
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The Burden of Damascus – acrylic, impasto on canvas, 35” x35” 2019
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Aleppo the Forgotten City No.1 – acrylic, impasto on canvas, 24” x 25” 2020

Aleppo the Forgotten City No.2 – acrylic, impasto on canvas, 24” x 25” 2020
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Aleppo Urban Landscape – acrylic, gel on canvas, 11” x 17” each, 2018
(series of 76 paintings in private collections, a selections shown here)
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Tony Khawam was born in Aleppo, Syria and immigrated to the U.S. with his parents at age 16. He is
a graduate from the School of Visual Arts in New York City and now lives and works in Florida. He was
a frequent visitor to Aleppo and Damascus National Museums during his childhood that exposed him
to the art of ancient civilizations that shaped his current artistic direction with influences of post-war
German and American art. His urban architecture and heritage paintings are formed by ideas about
today’s socio-cultural issues such as social disruption, displacement, and immigration intertwined with
the American culture.
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